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Thank	you	to	the	sponsors	of	this	newsletter	

Glace Bay Volunteer Fire Department 
Geoff MacLellan MLA - Glace Bay 
V. J. McGillivray Funeral Homes   

New	Aberdeen	
Neighbourhood	
Newsletter	
The Historic “No. 2”  Issue 4, Spring 2021

Brought	to	you	by	the	New	Aberdeen	Revitalization	Society,		
Warden	United	Church,	and	the	Tompkins	Institute	(CBU)

Community	“Zoom”	Meeting	
The lot on the corner of West Ave. and Fourth St. (the site of the former New Aberdeen School) has been 
vacant for many years. We would like to transform it 
into a vibrant community space! It could include 
benches, bushes, picnic tables, vegetable gardens - 
any ideas you have will be very welcome!  

Please bring your ideas to a Zoom meeTng. 
When: June 2, 2021, 7:30 PM 

Register in advance for this meeTng: 
hYps://Tnyurl.com/newaberdeen 

A[er registering, you will receive a confirmaTon email containing informaTon about joining the meeTng.  
We look forward to hearing from you! 

 
In loving memory of Allison MacLean 
In loving memory of Barbara and Roy Ross  
Thank you for your support! 
To sponsor a future issue, please email wardenunitedchurch@gmail.com 

https://tinyurl.com/newaberdeen
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Tips for Gardening 
Gardening is excellent for our physical 
and mental health! 

What should I grow? 
Think about what you like to eat! There 
are so many choices. For example, do 
you like salads? Plant leYuce and 
radishes! Peppers and eggplants are 
harder to grow in Cape Breton, unless 
you start them in a greenhouse. You may 
want to get transplants with lots to 
choose from. And some prefer the 
beauty of a flower garden.  

What about soil? 
Good soil is the most important 
ingredient in a good garden. A blend of 
topsoil (60%), compost (30%), and 
poeng soil (10%) is recommended. Add 
all purpose ferTlizer. 

When should I plant? 
Wait unTl all danger of frost is past. The 
Farmers Almanac is one resource to 
check!  

Where should I place my garden? 
Look for a locaTon with a lot of sun and 
protecTon for chilly winds. 

Our Neighbourhood Handyperson Project at work 
Last fall, the Affordable Housing RenovaTon Partnership, Warden United Church, and the CBU 
Tompkins InsTtute started a small handyperson project. Working with qualified contractors, we 
have already helped several residents of our neighbourhood with minor repairs -- things like 
storm doors, windows, wind breaks, front steps, free of charge. We are using donated funds (no 
government grants). We were also able to link a few parTcipants with other community 
programs, such as internet access at home and help with food gardening.  
      We will be able to do a couple more small projects over the next few months-- repairs to 
make homes safer, warmer, more funcTonal etc. If you have something that you might want us 
to have a look at, please call Rita MacDonald at 902-539-0451.

How Should I Tend my Garden? 
• Water the garden regularly, perhaps daily. 
• Monitor the dampness of the soil with 

your hands. It should feel slightly damp. 
• If you wish, place mulch around the 

plants, to cut down on weeds. 
• Check your plants regularly for pests and 

disease.  
• Add a water soluble ferTlizer throughout 

the growing season to keep your plants 
healthy.  
- submiYed by John Caldwell, with advice from The 
Basics, Gardening in Raised Beds 

“A garden is a grand teacher. It teaches 
paBence and careful watchfulness; it teaches 
industry and thriD; above all it teaches enBre 
trust.” - Gertrude Jekyll
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From	Warden	United	Church	
Proud to be the church in the No. 2! 

Despite the challenges of the COVID pandemic, we’ve remained 
acTve and conTnued to pray for the whole community. We love 
welcoming you to our church! Our mission is to serve our 
community, so please let us know how we can help you. 

When the lockdown li[s, Chair Yoga will start back up on a 
limited basis. Pre-registraTon is required. Call Isabel at 849-2510. 
Our youth group met throughout February and March. They 
learned about their own unique gi[s and abiliTes, and the gi[s 
of each person, as you can see from the beauTful tree they 
created. We held our second annual snowman compeTTon - on 
the first day of Spring!  

Our food cupboard, placed in memory of Jaycee Tracey, is 
available 24/7 for anyone needing food or personal care items, 
such as toothpaste and shampoo. Simply take whatever you 
need! And, if you’d like to drop some items off, that would be 
appreciated as well.  

We have exciTng news: We will be repaving our parking lot! 
We’re doing it to improve safe access for everyone. (The 
potholes create icy condiTons and a tripping hazard.) Thanks to 
everyone who has been so generous in helping us with the 
project. We can’t wait to welcome you into our church for 
community meals, parTes, and events.  

Stay safe, everyone! 

Rev. Alison EYer 
902-849-6565 
alisonlouiseeFer@gmail.com 

We’re holding an online aucIon! 
We have lots of fantasTc new and used items as well as gi[ cards and 
homemade items. Bidding runs from Monday to Saturday each week, closing 
Saturday at 3:00 pm. Pick up at the church will be arranged. All proceeds go to 
our parking lot project. Thank you for your support!  

www.Inyurl.com/wardenaucIon

mailto:alisonlouiseetter@gmail.com


NEW	ABERDEEN	NEIGHBOURHOOD	NEWSLETTER 4

The	Company	Houses	of		New	Aberdeen

“At the turn of the Century, New Aberdeen was 
considered a town of its own. With First Street 
being the hub of acTvity with many thriving 
businesses surrounding the main industry, coal 
mining, The Dominion No. 2.  
To accommodate the workers both single and 
married, the company built double homes in rows. 
Each home was vented by the man from the 
company. The single men were accommodated in 
two large story hotels, which faced first street. 
Both hotels the Sanderson and Aberdeen had large 
front verandas which became the centre of acTvity 
during the fine weather.  
Behind the two hotels the coal Company Stables 
were found. These stables housed approximately 
fi[y horses which were going to be removed for 

the men who worked in the coal mines.” 

- from “A Short History of New Aberdeen

On May 28, 1935, Edward Kennedy 
purchased a company house from Dominion 
Coal Company Limited for the price of $1400. 
The property, on the corner of West Ave. And 
Fi[h St., is marked in red. 

Did you know that most of the company houses 
of New Aberdeen/Number 2 use an architectural 
style called "Gothic Revival." The signature 
feature is the peaked gable. This style of 
architecture was popular in the late 19th and 
early 20th century. 

The Gothic Revival style of architecture was in 
part a reacTon against the Industrial RevoluTon. 
It's a liYle bit ironic since the homes were built 

for industrial workers! People wanted to 
introduce a style that vaguely resembled 
beauTful churches or old rural homesteads, 
rather than modern factories. 

“Living landscapes tell stories, oDen 
beIer than books and museums.” 
- Tom Urbaniak, Company Houses, Company Towns 
Andrew Molloy and Tom Urbaniak, editors, Company Houses, Company Towns: 
Heritage and Conservation (Cape Breton University Press, 2017) --  book 
available through nimbus.ca or amazon.ca.

OUR COMPANY HOUSES -- "GOTHIC REVIVAL" ARCHITECTURE!

http://nimbus.ca/
http://amazon.ca/
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Ghosts of Number 2 

The Ghosts of Number 2 photography exhibit was held in the 
summer of 2019. Photographer Leebly Brown took photos of 
company houses as part of his larger Ghosts of the AtlanTc photo 
project. For the exhibit, he displayed the photos on a company 
house!  

He writes, “Ghosts Of Number 2 was a really fun and cool 
experience to have the images placed on one of the actual old 
company houses that were a big part of the Ghosts Of The 
AtlanTc series! Had over 100 people stop to take a boo!” 

To view more of his work, visit www.leebly.com 

“The houses were all the same, shaped like 
rectangles with slanTng roofs and share, small-
paned windows. The miners wives put wooden 
washtubs on the steps, and here the colliers sat 
when they came home from the pit, sTll black 
around the eyes with coal dust, They would soak 
their sore, Tred feet in the warm water, and joke 
back and forth while they watched their children 

play ball or kick the can along the dusty street.” 
- Joyce Barkhouse, Pit Pony

“People don’t understand about this place here, see. 
They’re talking about bilingualism, biculturalism, and 
that. I went to school with every naTonality. And they 
all lived in these houses here and worked in the coal 
mine. They’re sTll here now. They’re all married into 
one another. I worked with every naTonality that you 
could think of . And they all lived here in these 

company houses.”  - Murdock Matheson, in Italian 
Lives, Cape Breton Memories

“At supper Tme, it goes like this - My father comes home from work. He has black smudges on his face from 
working the coal. He looks Tred, but he gives me a big smile and a hug. His long workday is over, and he is home 
safe and sound. He showers and put on clean clothes and comes down to eat. My mother has been cooking, and 
the kitchen smells like chicken stew and potato3s. I listen to the ball game on the radio while I set the table. A[er 
dinner, my mother and father sit on the porch drinking cups of tea and talking. The sun sets slowly, sinking into the 

sea."  - Joanne Schwartz, Town is by the Sea
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Cryptoquote puzzle. This short quote was wriYen by a former resident of 3rd street 

New Aberdeen in as the forward for the book The Company Store by John Mellor. Each leYer has been 
subsTtuted by another leYer.  

"LGM XKCBPUI YLKZM YKAH KU XZMHDL PUH  

XKAAMXLMH DLY CKUMI HDZMXLAI OZKC LGM  

SKZQMZY' SPVMY." - TDAA CXUMDA 

And here is your hint: 
B = P 

This beauTful 
cross-sTtch, 
depicTng the 
company houses 
of New 
Aberdeen, was 
designed and 
created by 
Colleen 
Campbell.
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We’d	love	to	hear	from	you!	
What do you love about living in a company house? What is your favourite No. 2 
memory? What are your ideas for our neighbourhood? 

Please send ideas, notes, photos, leYers, arTcles, or any interesTng facts for the New 
Aberdeen Neighbourhood NewsleFer to wardenunitedchurch@gmail.com. 

Or by mail to: 
New Aberdeen Neighbourhood NewsleYer, c/o Warden United Church, PO Box 
401, Glace Bay NS B1A 4J3

Grade Four students at John Bernard Croak School were busy last month creaTng amazing 
artwork! We’re hoping that last month’s rain will, indeed, bring beauTful flowers last month. 

Cryptoquote soluIon: “THE COMPANY STORE SOLD ON CREDIT AND COLLECTED ITS MONEY DIRECTLY FROM THE 
WORKERS' WAGES." - BILL MCNEIL
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