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Warden United Church, and the Tompkins Institute (CBU)

Mr. Cameron’s Map
The Tram Route line started at
Dorchester Street in Sydney. At
Reserve, there was a sub-sta on
and wai ng room. The Glace
Bay run went from the town line
near Dominion Street, crossed
the S&L on a trestle, and
con nued on through the mine
areas, Dominion, and re-joined
the Sydney-Glace Bay line near
where the Airport Road is now,
to form a route roughly the
shape of a number 6.
Submi ed by Lila Carson. See

Time for a
Walk?
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See pages 4 and 5
for a New Aberdeen
“Jane’s Walk” self-guided route.
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From the New Aberdeen
Revitalization Society
The New Aberdeen Revitaliza on A ordable
Housing Society is always looking for
volunteers! We appreciate help with our
community garden, fundraising, and events.
Every second Saturday, we host the Good
Food Bus at Warden Church, and this year we
are excited to host the ARTrepreneurs on
August 15. To learn more, or to help, visit us
on Facebook:

Who is Jane Jacobs?

In neighbourhoods around the
world, people are going on “Jane’s
Walks.”
These walks are named a er Jane
Jacobs (1916-2006), the great
Canadian-American urbanist who
in uenced millions of caring ci zens
to take back their neighbourhoods
and design them for people. She
also thought about local economies.
Her books were all bestsellers.
Jacobs believed in walkable
neighbourhoods, not just
neighbourhoods for cars. Stores,
schools and recrea on should be
nearby. Streets and sidewalks
should be invi ng and safe for
people of all ages. Historic buildings
should be re-used. Development
should respect the surroundings. It
should all be human-scale.
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Jean Mills' Confec onary Store, Fi h Street,
New Aberdeen, Glace Bay, c.1950s. Read about
Jean and her store on page 7.
Photo provided by Tom MacDonald.
capermemories.blogspot.com

Jane’s Walks are a way for people to
generate ideas, even very small
ideas, to make improvements. An
accumula on of these tweaks and
changes will help the
neighbourhood to func on like an
eco-system – with lots of diverse
parts, but interdependent.

NEW ABERDEEN NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWSLETTER

From Warden United Church
Proud to be the church in the No. 2!
The Good Food Bus returns to Warden Church this summer!
We are so excited to o er fresh fruits and vegetables at a
low cost. Everyone is welcome to shop on the bus! (Physical
distancing measures will be in place.)
Our building con nues to be closed to the general public,
but we are thrilled to be able to worship together in two
ways: online and outdoors. Please check facebook.com/
wardenunitedchurch for details. We would love to have
you.
Ecumenical church services are broadcast every Wednesday
at noon at facebook.com/GlaceBayChurches and every
Sunday at noon on the Coast Radio, 89.7 FM. Many of the
churches in Glace Bay take part.
We weren’t able to hold our children’s camp this summer,
but we have a special project as an alterna ve: camp in a
box! Over twenty camp boxes were delivered to members
of our youth group in July. They contained cra supplies,
ac vi es, and even the ingredients to make s’mores.
Delicious! We can’t wait to get our youth group back up and
running when it is safe to do so.
We want to wish the whole community a safe, peaceful, and
joyful rest-of-the-summer!

From the wri ngs of Julia MacLellan - From the me of
Rev. and Mrs. D. D. Barre
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I started Sunday school and Day school at the same me,
with ten girls in our class. Mrs. Rufus MacEachern was our
leader. We learned the Catechism and Scriptures and hymns.
A. D. MacCuish was the Superintendent. Laurie Johnson was
our organist for Sunday School. She taught us many hymns.
We all sang in the Junior Choir. We a ended morning and
evening services, Sunday School at 2 p.m., and prayer
mee ng on Wednesdays.
We saw two churches burn and Wesley Hall, where we had a
large gym with Mr. Simpson as gym instructor, and a large
stage where the men’s club arranged many sacred concerts
and plays. They also had a lobster supper every year. A er
school we went to the hall and played badminton, volleyball,
and shu e board. God bless clergy and leaders. Long live
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A Self-Guided “Jane’s Walk”
in New Aberdeen
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Just a few possible stops…
1. Warden United Church. Rebuilt in 1974,
with an amazing stained-glass window depic ng
Christ and the miners.

2. Former site of New Aberdeen School. What
would you like to see on this lot?

3. Cletus’ Corner Convenience. Did you know

6. Vernon's Pizza. This used to be the

this was the former site of the Credit Union? Be
sure to visit the garden next door.

Government Store (liquor store) for No. 2.

7. Company houses. The Na

Named a er Glace Bay’s Victoria Cross recipient
from the No. 2. Did you known pit ponies used
to pasture near what is now the school during
miners’ vaca on?

onal Trust for
Canada has previously listed the company
houses of industrial Cape Breton as among
Canada’s ten most endangered historic places.
Some of our neighbourhood’s company houses
have been lovingly restored.

5. This is where the tram line connected to

8. Former site of St. John’s Roman Catholic

First Ave. (See page 6)

Church.

4. John Bernard Croak Memorial School.

Can you come up with a list of small changes
that might make a big di erence?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

What are things you really like about No. 2/New Aberdeen?
How would you spruce up some vacant lots?
How can we make the area safer for walking?
What are some historic buildings you nd fascina ng?
What are some new recrea onal opportuni es we should consider?
What are your favourite parts of New Aberdeen?
What are some new features you would like to see in our neighbourhood?
What are some future walking routes you would suggest?

Please email your ideas to wardenunitedchurch@gmail.com and we’ll print some in the
next newsle er! Thank you!

About the ar st
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Emily Sheppard is an illustrator and printmaker from Glace Bay. She is currently studying ne
art at NSCAD University. Her work is focused on death, history, and memento, as well as mental
health and disability. Visit crowsomen.com to view more of Emily’s work.

Old-Fashioned Tram Cars in
Glace Bay
by Lila Carson
Going back over 100 years ago, there was
no Sydney-Glace Bay Highway, so what
was there? How about a bright orange
electric tram car boo ng along on a steel
rail a ached to an overhead wire, at
about 40 mph. Trams were the most
popular mode of transporta on from
about 1902 un l 1946 here in Cape
Breton. Known for their legendary
slowness, it might take two hours for a
trip to Sydney! On a good day, the trip
took about forty minutes, if it wasn’t
winter.
By the early 1900s, the US transported
ve billion passengers yearly by trolley/
tram cars. They were rst introduced into
Toronto, Canada in 1885. A man from
Boston pitched the tram car idea at Glace
Bay Town Council in 1901, as a cheap,
clean, and dependable way to transport
50,000 people. The rst tram was
believed to be the one at Dominion and
the #1 Pit on level 5. They were great for
the miners with trams making 18 return
trips daily star ng at 7:00 am. By 1903,
Tram and Ferry service had all of
industrial Cape Breton connected except
for New Waterford. The system only went
to Dominion. To con nue to New
Waterford, you’d be met by a horse and
wagon to nish your journey.
Some of the highlights of the old trams
were memories of the thrills of going
over the trestles (maybe like a roller
coaster today!)
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• At the Sterling Mall, there was a motor
genera ng sta on and car barns.
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• Connaught Avenue had a diamond crossing
where the S&L Railway and the tram cars
overlapped.
• “Dead Mans Curve” (at Table Head corner) had
a trestle as it connected with First Street at
West Avenue.
• Mail and newspapers were transported on the
tram cars too.
• There were some pre y packed cars heading
into Sydney for weekends.
• Usual youth shenanigans!
My friend Mary, who is about 97 (or is it 98
already?) grew up on Fi h Street and shared this
memory: As a young teacher, she took a fourhour train trip on S&L Railway home from
Louisbourg every Saturday a er teaching all
week. Sundays she took the tram to Sydney, and
connected to a bus returning her to work for
Monday (she’d arrive well a er dark). It only cost
5 cents within town or 15 cents to get from Glace
Bay to Sydney. School students got a special
discount: 4 cents!
As much as I wondered why there is not a single
tram car anywhere to be found in Cape Breton
today, the only thing I could discover was that
most of them were cut up and used for steel at
CJCB Radio sponsored a song contest to say
farewell to the tram cars. The winner, anonymously
submi ed by “An Old- mer”, had a Dr. Seuss tone:
Oh! For a look at those tram cars which are gone,
Going to work in the light of early dawn,
But they’ll ne’er return,
for the bus has them replaced,
And the cars and tracks which we enjoyed have
been replaced…
We missed them, we missed them,
For those trams we loved so,
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That kind of
people
by Warna Fraser

1951 was an exci ng me for our family. We
returned home to Glace Bay from Ontario, where
we had been living for a year, and moved into our
new home on 309 Fi h St. in No. 2. There was a
store owned by Jimmy Inch just down the street.
At some point during the next two years, the
store would be bought by Jean Mills. Jean was an
icon in No. 2. She grew up on Fi h St., the
daughter of John and Blanche Mills. I think it safe
for me to say that Jean was a character. She had a
happy-go-lucky personality – always a smile on
her face, a twinkle in her eye and a special look
that she reserved for special mes.
Jean opened the store in her mid twen es and
many of the No. 2 youth gathered around the
store like bees to honey. They became known as
“Jean’s Gang” – a group of very nice kids who
became good friends and remained that way
when they moved into adulthood. To some store
owners, especially these days, kids hanging
around could mean trouble. It was the Fi ies and
Jean came up with a perfect solu on to keep her
“gang” happy. Jean and her husband, Drummy,
bought a record player set it up in the dining
room of their house with the speaker hanging
over the door of the storeroom at the back of the
store. One person was responsible for looking
a er the records and there was a table and chairs
for those who liked to play cards. I guess you
would call this a supervised club room today and
it served the same purpose – to keep the young
people o the streets. Drummy liked to cook and
some mes shared his dishes with the gang, his
speciality being corn chowder which was said to
be excep onally good.
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I was not part of Jean’s Gang. Nonetheless, I
made my fair share of trips to the store, which
forged a friendship between us that strengthened
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once we became mothers. There are many
stories that can be told about Jean’s frequent
acts of kindness to others. I would like to share
two from the summer of 1968.
I must have been the only person who grew up
in No. 2 and didn’t like bologna (or baloney, as
we called it.) That changed one a ernoon when
I visited Jean’s store. One of the items that Jean
sold was baloney and she was well aware of the
fact that I disliked it. As I entered the store, I
could smell something really good cooking. The
aroma made my mouth water and upon
learning that what I was smelling was the
dreaded baloney, I felt that perhaps I needed to
try some. Not having ever bought or cooked the
stu before, Jean took me in hand and pa ently
guided me in the cut that I should get (thin
sliced as I had never eaten any before), the
amount I would need for a family of four, and
how to prepare it so that it would smell and
taste as divine as hers – all of this for 50 cents
and all done with that special look of hers and
that ever-present twinkle in her eyes! Well, I
followed her instruc ons to the le er and was
hooked on baloney a er one meal. I was to
become one of Jean’s best baloney-buying
customers from that moment on!
My other story is similar. I was pregnant and had
developed a craving for root beer popsicles.
Every a ernoon, I would walk to the store and
buy one. One day, I arrived at the store and was
told there were none in the freezer, something
which a pregnant woman with a craving does
not want to hear. I thought it was the end of the
earth. The next me that I returned to the store
in the hope that I would nally get my root beer
popsicle, I got a very pleasant surprise. Jean had
ordered in an extra box of that avour and had
wri en my name on it! A small act of kindness
but one that meant the world to me at the me
and s ll does.
Jean operated the store in No. 2 un l she
passed away on February 24, 1973 at the young
age of 43. She le behind to mourn Drummy,
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Type to enter text

Congratula ons to our winners: Lily
Walsh (age 5), on the le ; Liam
Cooper (age 9), below; and Jessie
Campbell (age 14), below le . Thanks to
everyone who entered the contest. The beau ful
tram car was created by ar st Kenny Boone, who
also served as the judge of the contest. Kenny can
be reached at art@kennyboone.ca

We’d love to hear from you!
Please send ideas, notes, photos, ar cles, or any interes ng facts for the New
Aberdeen Neighbourhood Newsle er to wardenunitedchurch@gmail.com.
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Or by mail to:
Warden United Church, PO Box 401, Glace Bay NS B1A 4J3

